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MALARIA CRISIS IN THE YANOMAMI RESERVE







Verbal autopsy

• Reports of deaths probably 
occurring due to malaria in 
the territory with lack of 
diagnosis and healthcare

• Supervised treatment is a 
need!
–3 days for P. falciparum
–7 days for P. vivax



EFFECT OF ILLEGAL MINING ACTIVITIES IN INDIGENOUS POPULATION

Number of tests and cases reported
2000-2022

P. falciparum cases and 
proportion

In Brazil less than 10% of cases are due to Pf.



Increase in 2023 – effect of improving access to testing

Most diagnosis are by microscopy…



TRATAMENTO EM MASSA EM ÁREA YANOMAMI



OVERVIEW OF MALARIA IN YANOMAMI
• Absence of diagnostic and treatment actions in 

various communities
• Prolonged infection periods
• Gametocytes in > 50% of those infected with P. 

falciparum
• Prevalence of infection
• Variation in TDR positivity from 0 to 60%
• Variation in the proportion of P. falciparum from 3 

to 80%
• Unregistered deaths
• Inability to establish continuous diagnostic and 

treatment actions
• Challenging logistics
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Miners and Originary populations 
are subjected to similar 
detrimental situations 
• Socieconomic determinants
• Gender imbalance and vulnerability
• Sociocultural aspects
• Political and organizational factors
• Multi-factorial consequences
• Higher rates of nutritional deficiencies
• Low vaccine coverage
• High proportion of co-infections
• Hepatitis 
• Helminths
• Viral and parasitic diseases
• Trachoma

• Violence



• Policing and controlling access and mining is ongoing.
• Improving access to healthcare and enabling indigenous 

health workers
• Leadership from the DSEI and the communities want malaria 

eliminated.
• There must be a commitment for eliminating and restoring 

the Yanomami people health dignity.
•We have tools to do so and we can do it!

MALARIA CAN AND SHOULD BE ELIMINATED FROM 
THE YANOMAMI TERRITORY



MDA can be used for reducing burden and achieving 
eliminination



Tafenoquine is available and should be prioritized for indigenous populations!



Prophylaxys for vulnerable groups






